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WSDOT has developed several strategies to reduce traffic noise,

including 4-foot concrete traffic barriers with noise-absorptive coating,

lowering speed limits through the Portage Bay area from 60 mph to 45

mph, encapsulating expansion joints on the Portage Bay Bridge and

using noise-absorptive materials around the Montlake and 10th Avenue

East/Delmar Drive East lid portals. Future (2030) project-related noise

levels were modeled near your location, and sound levels would not be

expected to approach or exceed FHWA noise abatement criteria.

Information on noise modeling results for the Preferred Alternative can

be found in Section 5.7 of the Final EIS and the Noise Discipline Report

Addendum (Attachment 7 to the Final EIS).
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Noise mitigation for highway noise is discussed in detail on pages 107

through 177 of the 2009 SDEIS Noise Discipline Report, and in the

Mitigation section of the 2011 Noise Discipline Report Addendum.  Six

types of typical traffic noise abatement measures are described in the

Noise discipline report and addendum, as well as discussion about some

innovative technologies not yet proven to be reasonable and feasible in

Washington State. WSDOT has established cost-effectiveness criteria to

ensure that, if a noise wall (or other approved noise mitigation

technology) is recommended, its cost is consistent with the level of noise

reduction and is not excessive.  After a noise wall has been determined

feasible, WSDOT decides whether its construction would be reasonable

by thoroughly considering several factors, as outlined on page 116 of the

2009 SDEIS Noise Discipline Report.  WSDOT provides a department

wide perspective on noise abatement, and provides information on

research projects on its website at

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Environment/Air/noise.htm.
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